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THE STATE OF IOWA. 


The lands offered for sale by the Iowa Railroad Land Com¬ 
pany, are located in the best agricultural state in the Union. 

Iowa is a country of unrivalled beauty. 'With the Mississippi 
river along its entire eastern border, and the Missouri river along 
its western; the former navigable 600 miles, and the latter 2,000 
miles above the northern boundary of the state; with several 
large streams running nearly or quite the whole length of the 
state, from north to south; with its splendid drainage, its 
excellent water, its magnificent rolling prairies, its fine groves 
and belts of timber along its streams, its deep, rich soil, and its 
healthy climate, the state is unsurpassed as a farming country, 
by any equal area on the continent. 

It contains 55,045 square miles. Its southern boundary is the 
parallel of 40° 30', nearly, and its northern is that of 43° 30'. 

SURFACE. 

The surface is always undulating, but its general elevation 
is very uniform. 

Going westward from the Mississippi river, we reach the 
watershed between the two rivers, in a distance of 200 to 250 
miles ; and the elevation there varies from 800 to 900 feet above 
the Mississippi river, and 400 to 500 above the Missouri river,— 
which stream is reached in a further distance of 75 to 100 miles. 

SOIL. 

The soil is generally a rich, black loam and vegetable mold, 
with a subsoil of • clay, and is but little affected either by long 
drouth, or continued wet weather. 
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CLIMATE. 

The climate is healthful and bracing. The springs are 
generally earlier, and the falls later; and clear, cloudless days 
are more numerous than in the same latitudes on the Atlantic 
coast. The air is pure and dry, and there is much less liability 
to fevers and malarious diseases, than in most new countries, 
or than in a timbered region, or in a flat, level prairie country, 
where the drainage is imperfect and the water bad. 

PRODUCTIONS. 

The principal productions of the state are corn, wheat, rye, 
oats, barley, flax, sorgo, hops, and potatoes. The corn crop 
of 1869 amounted to over 76,000,000 of bushels. Spring wheat 
is the principal kind of wheat raised, and several of the varieties 
are of so fine a quality, that the flour is nearly or quite equal to 
that of winter wheat. The soil and climate, are adapted to 
almost every variety of productions grown in the temperate 
zone. 


FRUIT. 

As a fruit raising state, Iowa is destined to take the very front 
rank. Ho finer or more perfect apples grow in any country than 
those produced in Iowa. Although so new a state, the crop 
of 1869 amounted to 660,000 bushels; and, of the 5,639,000 
apple trees reported by the census of last year, only a little over 
one-fifth in number, are as yet in bearing. 

Plums, cherries, currants, tomatoes, sweet potatoes, grapes, 
and all kinds of berries and small fruits, grow with but little 
care, and in great perfection. Plums, grapes, and berries grow 
wild in all parts of the state, in abundant profusion. A very 
profitable business might be developed in cultivating and pre¬ 
serving most of these fruits by canning,—as in that shape they 
can be sent to market at all seasons of the year. 

STOCK RAISING. 

Iowa is eminently adapted to this department of agriculture. 
Cattle, mules, horses, sheep, and hogs, thrive remarkably well, 
and seem to be nearly exempt from all contagious and epidemic 
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diseases. The unfenced, rolling prairies furnish free pasturage 
for millions; and hay for the winter can he cut from the free 
meadows, and put in the stack, at a cost of §1.50 to §2.00 per 
ton. In many places, and particularly along every stream 
emptying into the Missouri, a grass known as the “ blue joint,” 
grows in great luxuriance; and for hay, it is considered by many 
as equal to timothy. But with good upland prairie hay, and 
warm shelter, cattle, without other feed, winter finely, and come 
out in the spring fat and thriving. In the western part of the 
state, thousands of cattle winter upon the wild pea vine, and 
the scouring rushes, without ever receiving a mouthful of 
feed, except what they gather themselves. The winters are 
generally very dry, without much snow, with little or no rain 
and mud,—and, in these respects, more favorable for stock, 
than any country east of the Mississippi river. The numerous 
little streams of pure running water, everywhere to be found 
in the rolling prairies, leave nothing to be desired for the success 
of this business. 

Stock raising has proved very profitable in this state, and it is 
already assuming large proportions. During the year ending 
April 30th, 1869, there were sent from the state, by railroad 
alone, over 52,000 sheep, 80,000 cattle, 412,000 live hogs, 
13,000,000 pounds of dressed hogs, and about 3,000,000 pounds 
of wool. 

TIMBER. 

Timber is found along nearly every stream of any size, and 
along the larger streams, such as the Cedar, the Iowa, the Des 
Moines, and Missouri,— these belts of timber are often from 
three to eight miles wide; while numerous upland groves are 
found on the prairies. All kinds of oak, and of elm, cotton¬ 
wood, black walnut, butternut, locust, hackberry, mulberry, 
hard and soft maple, and coffee bean, are the principal kinds 
of timber. 

During the past winter, the price of wood in the counties 
where the Iowa Railroad Land Company’s lands are situated, 
has ranged from §2.75 to §7.00 per cord delivered, according 
to quality and locality. Pine lumber for building and fencing, 
is obtained in great abundance, from all the towns on the 
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Mississippi river, and from Chicago, and is delivered in the 
interior and western part of the state, at lower prices than it 
costs in most parts of the East. 

All kinds of timber grow with wonderful rapidity. Probably 
the entire state would have become a dense forest, had not the 
young trees been destroyed by the annual tires, which have 
swept the prairies for centuries past.* As the country settles, 
and the ravages of the fires are thereby stopped, trees spring up 
wherever the seeds lodge in the ground. Nearly 20,000 acres of 
planted trees are reported by the last census; and aside from 
this, it is the opinion of many of the early settlers, that there 
is more timber now growing in the state than when i$ was first 
settled; the increase due to the stoppage of the prairie fires, 
being greater than the consumption by the inhabitants. 

Hedging properly cared for, grows rapidly, and is beginning to 
attract much attention. The census of 1869 reports over 10,600 
miles, as the amount now growing in the state. 

COAL. 

The coal field of Iowa extends over about one-third of the 
state. The coal is bituminous, and burns freely, with a 
heavy blaze. The price ranges from $8.00 to $7.00 per ton, 
according to the distance from the mines. With coal for fuel, 
and hedging for fencing, it is surprising how little timber is 
needed on a prairie farm. 

GROWTH. 


Iowa was admitted into the Union as a state in 1846. The 
following figures tell the brief story of her growth and develop¬ 
ment since that date: 


YEAR. 

POPULATION. 

ASSESSED VALUATION. 

NO. MILES OF R. R. 

1846. 

97,588 

191,982 

674,913 

1,040,819 



1850. 

I860. 

$23,714,638 

None. 

1869. 

294,632,262 

2,094* 


* At the end of the year 1869. 


The last two years, alone, have added over $88,000,000 to the 
material wealth of the state. 
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Six hundred and forty-three miles of railroad were built during 
the- year 1869. 

"We cannot close this subject better, than to quote a portion 
of the eloquent language of his Excellency, Governor Samuel 
Merrill, in his inaugural address delivered before the General 
Assembly of the state, in January, 1870, as follows: 

“ The progress of our state in the past, and the grandeur of 
the work before us, can scarcely be realized. Within the memory 
of many of us, this vast domain, reaching from river to river, 
lay in its pristine beauty, untrodden save by the foot of the 
Indian, and the trapper, who left scarce a trace of their foot¬ 
steps, or a mark of their hands upon it. Here it lay, from the 
creation of the world till our time; its varied and mighty 
resources slumbering through countless ages, waiting for the 
stroke of the Saxon’s arm to waken them into a beauteous life, 
prolific with blessings. It was reserved for us to see it, under 
the magic touch of the laborer’s hand, yield its garnered wealth 
with a profusion which has beckoned capital and skill. We 
have seen commerce follow the plow, and the steamboat and 
the locomotive on the track of commerce; we have seen the 
thrifty homes of a million of people skirting our woodlands, 
and dotting our prairies; we have seen towns and cities spring 
up in rapid succession; we have seen the school house and 
sanctuary in all our new communities; we have seen colleges 
and seminaries of learning reach a degree of prosperity and 
breadth of influence, in a score of years, which more ancient 
and renowned institutions of learning had not attained till 
centuries had passed over them. 

“ Within our memory this state has gathered a population 
equal to that of the state of Hew York after it had been settled 
two hundred years. Starting more than two hundred years later, 
Iowa has nearly overtaken Massachusetts. And yet, our progress 
and development have but just commenced. The possibilities of 
our future are bewildering to contemplate. Only one acre in six 
has been put under cultivation. Our water power, for the most 
part, still lies idle. Our coal beds, among the broadest and deep¬ 
est in the world, still hold undisturbed, their exhaustless wealth ; 
and these magnificent resources are so situated that their rapid 
development is inevitable. Here they lie, with a great river on 
either side, and with natural highways to the great lakes, which 
need only to be improved, to aftord our productions easy and 
cheap transportation. 

“To the east of us lie states which become every year less 
and less grain-growing, and more and more grain-consuming. 
To the south of us lies a cotton-growing country of vast extent, 
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which will find its natural supply of breadstuff's in this direction. 
To the west of us lie the great mineral districts of the Eocky 
mountains, with a prospective chain of populous states,—from 
British America to Mexico,—which may look this way for their 
supplies, opening a vast market for western produce and manu¬ 
factures. The first great arteries of this immense trade have 
already been opened across our state. Thus, with our boundless 
stores of undeveloped wealth we hold a central position, with 
markets all around us. 

“ Capital is quick to discover our advantages. Our enter¬ 
prises seldom go begging in the money market; our railways 
are rapidly pushing westward, and already they begin to point 
to the south and southwest, to the north and northwest. 
Instinctively they reach for the markets of the East, for the 
lumber of the pineries, for the commerce of the South, and for 
the trade of the Southwest and Northwest. Our railroad system 
is destined to open up our interior, and our western borders, 
with a rapidity of growth seldom equalled and never surpassed. 

“ The tread of coming population, which we now hear, will 
not cease for generations. It is astounding to think for a moment 
of the capacity of our state for population. With the density 
of Massachusetts she would have six and a half millions; with 
the density of France, eight and a half millions; with that of 
England, sixteen and a half millions ; and with that of Belgium, 
nearly nineteen millions; and who will say that the rich soil of 
Iowa is not capable of sustaining even a greater density of pop¬ 
ulation than either of these ? ” 

FINANCES. 

Probably no state in the union is in as good a condition, finan¬ 
cially, as Iowa. Her total indebtedness on the 1st of November, 
1869, was $300,000, due in 1881; and, at the same date, after 
paying every warrant that had been presented, there was an 
actual cash balance in the state treasury of $276,650.53. 

None of the counties or townships in which this company’s 
lands are situated, have burdened themselves with any heavy 
bonded debts, neither for building railroads, nor paying bounties, 
nor buying substitutes for the army. Iowa kept her quota in 
the army filled, almost entirely by volunteers; and the bounties 
paid were mostly the voluntary subscriptions of her citizens. 

Compare this state of affairs with the condition of many 
counties and townships in the eastern states, where the taxation 
to pay interest merely, is enormous, and say where any sensible 
man should invest his money. 
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No state can offer a better prospect for low taxes, in the years 
to come, than Iowa. 

EDUCATION. 

Iowa has an excellent system of free schools. The permanent 
school fund of the state already amounts to nearly $3,000,000, 
and it will be largely increased by the sale of the school lands 
still unsold. The interest on this permanent fund is applied to 
the support of the schools, and thus the taxation for this pur¬ 
pose is greatly reduced. 

The State University, and the State Agricultural College, are 
both flourishing institutions,—and, with more than forty other 
colleges, academies, and seminaries, in different parts of the 
state, abundant facilities are offered for acquiring a thorough 
education. The State Agricultural College is one of the most 
successful schools of the kind in the Union. The general 
government appropriated to it, 240,000 acres of land, and the 
state has also made liberal provision for its support. 





LOCATION OF THE COMPANY'S LANDS. 


The lands offered for sale by the Iowa Railroad Land 
Company, are located in the counties through the centre of the 
state, from the Mississippi to the Missouri rivers, and on either 
side of the 42d parallel of latitude. This is the parallel which 
forms the boundary line between Hew York and Pennsylvania. 

The lands were granted by the United States in 1856, to the 
state of Iowa, to aid in building a railroad near that parallel. 
The state granted the lands,—on conditions which have been 
fully complied with,—to the Cedar Rapids and Missouri River 
Railroad Company, which company built the road from Cedar 
Rapids to Omaha, (271 miles), and leased it to the Chicago and 
Horthwestern Railroad Company—by which company the road 
is now operated as a through line from Chicago to Omaha. This 
is the shortest, oldest, and most reliable route between Chicago 
and the great Union Pacific Railroad. 

The Cedar Rapids and Missouri River Railroad Company sold 
all of its lands in September last, to the Iowa Railroad Land 
Company. 
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The following table shows what counties the lands are located 
in, also, the population of those counties, in the years 1860 
and 1869: 

Amount of Lands «owned by the Iowa Railroad Land Company 
in the Counties named. 


COUNTY. 

NO. OF ACRES. 

population 1860. 

POPULATION 1869. 

Scott. 

88 

25,959 

37,615 

Clinton. 

922 

18,938 

31,952 

Jackson. 

544 

18,493 

20,579 

Cedar... 

120 

12,949 

18,239 

Jones. 

747 

13,306 

18,113 

Linn. 

633 

18,947 

27,467 

Benton. 

685 

8,496 

19,420 

Tama. 

2,220 

6,285 

14,224 

Grundy. 

610 

793 

3,850 

Marshall. 

945 

6,015 

15,514 

Hardin.. 

10,069 

6,440 

11,007 

Polk. 

1,422 

11,625 

26,408 

Story . 

13,275 

4,051 

9,347 

Hamilton. 

9,504 

1,699 

4,268 

Dallas.„. 

6,110 

5,244 

10,306 

Boone. 

68,333 

4,232 

13,912 

Webster. 

22,577 

2,604 

7,812 

Guthrie. 

466 

3,058 

5,219 

Greene. 

31,284 

1,374 

3,494 

Calhoun... 

36,206 

147 

944 

Audubon. 

139 

454 

1,032 

Carroll. 

103,273 

281 

1,450 

Sac. 

175,439 

246 

849 

Shelby. 

180 

818 

1,744 

Crawford. 

133,484 

383 

1,640 

Ida. 

173,162 

43 

144 

Pottawattamie. 

1,195 

4,968 

10,974 

Harrison. 

13,483 

3,621 

7,411 

Monona. 

128,123 

832 

2,679 

Woodbury. 

115,140 

1,119 

Not returned. 

TOTAL. 

1,030,389 

181,220 

327,613 


There are no government lands in any of these counties, all 
of them having been entered, and the most of them years ago. 

INDUCEMENTS TO PURCHASERS. 

The Company’s lands are now, for the first time, put promi¬ 
nently in the market. They have not been culled. 

Those who buy now, can secure the choicest lands in Iowa. 

All who think of investing in land, should bear in mind that 
the fertile farming lands of the United States, are being rapidly 
absorbed. West of the Missouri River, the lands become 
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comparatively useless, in less than 200 miles, excepting perhaps a 
very few small valleys. It is not possible that lands of the same 
quality, and having the same advantages of location, can ever he 
lower in price than the lands offered for sale by this Company. 

They are in a most desirable state. They are near railroads, 
telegraphs, post offices, schools and churches. They are in a 
civilized and comparatively well settled country. Farmers here 
have the choice of an eastern, southern and western market. A 
large portion of the supplies for the/western mining regions, no w 
that the Pacific Railroad is done, will go from western Iowa. 

SETTLERS. 

It is the special aim of the Land Company to dispose of these 
lands to actual settlers. 

The stockholders of the Land Company, are also the owners 
of the Cedar Rapids & Missouri River Railroad (operated under 
lease, by the Chicago & North Western Railway Company), and 
are interested in its earnings, and the development and increase 
of its business. This road runs through these lands. For this 
and other reasons, they desire to sell to the settler, rather than 
to the speculator. In fui’therance of this desire, certain tracts 
of land of average good quality, have been set apart to be sold 
to actual settlers only, at the very low price of $3 per acre, and 
credit is given for three-fourths of the purchase money. Also a 
plan of payment has been adopted, by which a settler has an 
opportunity to raise a crop before he is called upon to pay any 
thing except two years interest on the purchase money. 

As these matters are explained under the head of “ Terms of 
Sale,” it is unnecessary to make further mention of them here. 

COLONIES. 

In making grants of land to aid in building railroads, the gov¬ 
ernment always grants only the alternate sections of land, thus giv¬ 
ing only one-half, and the other half is reserved, and sold at 
double price. A section is a mile square, and contains 640 acres. 
The first grant to the Cedar Rapids & Missouri River R. R. Com¬ 
pany, embraced only one-half of the government lands within the 
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limits of the grant. But in 1864, in order to facilitate the build¬ 
ing of the Union Pacific Railroad, and give it an eastern connec¬ 
tion, the government made a further grant, of the unsold portion 
of its half of the lands, to the Cedar Rapids & Missouri River R. 
R. Co., on condition that the road should be completed to the 
Missouri River within a certain limited time. The condition 
was fulfilled. This Company, therefore, owns adjoining sections, 
and can supply colonists with unbroken bodies of land, embrac¬ 
ing from 5,000 to 20,000 acres. 

We are thus enabled to offer inducements to colonies, which 
no other Company can offer. A colony buying land elsewhere, 
must either allow outsiders to own one-half the land in its midst, 
or else take its chance of buying up this half, of those who hap¬ 
pen to own it, at whatever prices they happen to ask. 

While speaking of colonies, we will add, that the very best 
way to come west, is for a few families of tried and true friends 
to come together. While a colony of fifty or a hundred families 
can at once start their own schools and churches, and lay out 
^heir own village, and avail themselves of many other advantages, 
yet it is not always easy to find that number in any one commu¬ 
nity, who desire to come west. But in almost any eastern neigh¬ 
borhood, from four to ten families of friends and acquaintances, 
may be found by a little canvasing, whose views harmonize suf¬ 
ficiently, to lead them to the same part of the west, and to buy 
their land adjoining, or at least near to each other. Then, if 
occasion requires, they can be of mutual assistance to each other, 
their wives and children are society for each other, and there is 
very little danger of suffering from either loneliness or home¬ 
sickness. 


TERMS OF SALE. 

These lands are offered for sale on time, or for cash, to suit 
purchasers. 

The Company have adopted three terms of selling their lands, 
viz.: cash , short time and long time. On short time, the purchaser 
pays one quarter cash, the balance in one, two and three annual 
payments, at six per cent, per annum interest, payable annually 
in advance. 

2 
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A purchaser’s account would stand as follows, supposing he 
contracted for forty acres of land at $5.00 per acre, on January 
1st, 1870. 

Jan. 1, 1870, cash payment, $50; interest on balance, $ 9. Total... $ 59 00 


Jan. 1, 1871, interest payment, $6; principal payment, 50. 56 00 

“ “ 1872, “ “ 3 “ “ 50. 63 00 

“ “ 1873, “ « 60. 50 00 


$218 00 

On the cash plan , the Company deducts ten per cent, from the 
regular price, and requires the whole amount paid down. On 
this plan, the above land could be bought for $180, cash in hand. 

On the long time plan, the purchaser pays two years’ interest on 
the purchase money, at ten per cent, per annum, at the time of 
purchase, and nothing more until the end of two years, when he 
pays one quarter of the principal, and the balance in one, two 
and three years, at ten per cent, per annum interest, payable 
annually in advance. 

|t A purchaser’s account on the long time plan would stand as fol¬ 
lows, supposing he contracted for forty acres of land at $5 per 
acre, on Jan. 1, 1870 : 


DATE OF PAYMENTS. 

INTEREST 

PAYMENT. 

PRINCIPAL 

PAYMENT. 

TOTAL. 

Jan. 1, 1870,. 

$40 00 


$ 40 00 

Jan. 1, 1871,. 


Jan. 1, 1872,. 

15 00 

10 00 

5 00 

$50 00 

60 00 

50 00 

50 00 

65 00 

60 00 

65 00 

50 00 

Jan. 1,1873,. 

Jan. 1, 1874,. 

Jan. 1, 1875,. 






$270 00 


The Company limit the amount of land sold to any one person 
on this plan, to one hundred and sixty acres, and that to actual 
Settlers only. 

The Company offer nine forty-acre tracts, in each of 20 town¬ 
ships, for $3 per acre, on short time only. These are as good 
lands as any the Company have, but are located twelve to twenty- 
five miles from any railroad, and are offered at these low figures 
to induce immediate settlement. The terms of sale are on the 
short-time plan, and the paying of ten per cent, interest instead 
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of six, the purchaser agreeing to settle upon the land within six 
months from date of purchase, and also to improve the same 
within three years. Ho more than forty acres will be sold to 
any one person, at this price. 


PRICES. 

The lands offered for sale by this Company, vary in price from 
three dollars per acre, as mentioned above, to twelve dollars. 
At the latter price persons can secure very choice locations, 
within two to four miles of important stations. A few tracts 
nearer stations are held at still higher figures. By going further 
from the stations, as good land as can be had in the West, may be 
obtained at from seven to ten dollars per acre. The Company 
has large tracts of good land at five and six dollars per acre. 
The distance from the railroad to these lands, varies from six to 
twenty miles. 

The price of timber land varies much, according to location 
and quality, from $15 to $40 per acre. 

We will here briefly answer some of the more important ques¬ 
tions which are often asked of the writer. 

SHALL I GO WEST? 

If you have ordinary health, determination, self-reliance, en¬ 
ergy and ambition,— yes. If you have a little money it will help 
you to start; but if you are willing to work, and determined to 
succeed, you can make your way without much money. But if 
you suppose you can come West, and sit idly down, and find the 
greenbacks rolling themselves into your pockets, you had better 
not come. Or, if you suppose you are smart enough to come 
West and make a living by trading jack-knives, and other things, 
with the unsophisticated inhabitants, we would advise you not to 
come, especially if you have any capital to start with. Stay where 
you are, and keep what you have got. The unsophisticated in¬ 
habitants consist principally of energetic, ambitious, adventurous, 
wide-awake people from the Eastern States. More of the same 
kind are wanted. 

If you are young and strong, and have no profession or trade, 
come West and buy some land, and have some spot of earth you 
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can call your own. Don’t content yourself with the idea of being 
a clerk, and measuring ribbon and tape all your days. Leave 
woman’s business alone. Give her a fair field. 

Make a man of yourself. You can be a great deal more of a 
man, and just as much of a gentleman, seated on a reaper, driving 
four first-rate horses, in a three hundred and twenty acre wheat 
field, as you can behind a counter in a city store. Especially if 
you are a farmer’s hoy, don’t he guilty of the supreme folly of 
going off to the village or city, in quest of some employment 
which you fancy is more genteel than farming. It is not there. 
And every town and city, both East and West, is already over¬ 
run with such persons. But start a Western farm, and if there 
is any good in you it will manifest itself, and if you are good for 
nothing, it matters little where you are. 

WHAT DO I NEED TO BRING WITH ME? 

All of your friends, provided they are of the kind described in 
our first answer. Perhaps we might add, your religion also, as 
that is sometimes forgotten. 

But you do not need to bring farm implements, or furniture 
for housekeeping, as you can supply yourself here at almost any 
station on the railroad; and in some cases at less than the freight 
from the East would cost you. Besides, the farm implements 
you get here are especially adapted to the country and the soil. 
For instance, you would very likely throw your cast-iron Eastern 
plow into the river, after you have tried it in this soil along side 
of a light, polished steel, Western plow. You can bring with 
you to advantage your clothes, table linen, hooks, and some 
flower seeds, your keepsakes and heirlooms; but sell there, what¬ 
ever is bulky and heavy, if you have a long distance to come. 

WHAT WAY SHALL I COME? 

If you are anywhere east of the States of Wisconsin or Illinois, 
come via Chicago. The city of Chicago, it is well worth your 
while to see, and, besides, it is on the direct route from almost 
everywhere East to the Great West. 

At Chicago, go to the Wells Street Depot, and take the Chicago 
and Northwestern cars for Cedar Rapids, Iowa, distance 219 
miles due west. Ho change of cars, and three passenger trains 
daily. 
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You will do better to buy a through ticket to Cedar Rapids, 
which you can do at all the principal railroad stations East. The 
rates of first-class fare to Cedar Rapids, at the present time, 
(April, 1870,) from a few prominent points, are as follows: 


Portland, Me., §31.40. Boston, §35.90. Montreal, §31.90. 

New York, 34.35. Syracuse, 28.00. Buffalo, 24.90. 

Ogdensburg, 29.90. Toronto, 24.90. Detroit, 17.90. 

Philadelphia, 32.35. Pittsburgh, 23.40. Columbus, O., 20.85. 

Cincinnati, 20.85. Indianapolis, 16.50. Chicago, 9.40. 


Second-class tickets from Buffalo and points east of there, are 
generally §5.50 less than the above rates. 

At Cedar Rapids, come to the Company’s General Office, cor¬ 
ner of Eagle and Adams Streets, make known your wants, get 
plats of the lands and directions how to find them, lists of prices; 
decide on what terms you wish to pay for the lands; examine 
the plans and prices of the Company’s ready made houses, in 
case you should want one; get the directions how to send in your 
payments, or, if you choose, leave your surplus money on deposit 
here at some National Bauk, taking a certificate therefor; and 
then go out and look over the lands until you find a tract, where 
the location and price suits you. Then the contract can be con¬ 
cluded through some one of the Company’s local agents, or by 
mail. 

HOW MUCH CAPITAL DO I NEED TO START WITH ? 


Forty acres, at $5.00 per acre, will cost.$200.00 

Deduct 10 per cent, discount for cash.;. 20.00 

Leaves.$180.00 


as the total cost of the land for a forty-acre farm. Or, if you 
take the same land on time, as explained on page 18, your first 
payment would be §59.00, next year §56.00, the second year 
§53.00, and the third year §50.00. 

These lands will not be held long at these low prices. Buy 
now. Improve it when convenient. 

Any industrious young man, no matter how poor his advan¬ 
tages and opportunities, could soon save enough to buy himself 
a farm. Many a young man’s cigar bills alone, would make the 
annual payments necessary to secure a farm. 
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Or, if you are ready to begin improving now, you can pay on 
the purchase money two years interest, at ten per cent., and by 
agreeing to settle on and improve the land, have two years time 
before making another payment, and then your crops ought to 
meet all payments and your living besides. In this case your 
first payment would be $40, and nothing more until the end of 
two years. You would then pay $65, and annually thereafter 
$60, then $55, and $50. Hot exceeding 160 acres to any one 
person will be sold on these terms. This amounts to the same, 
as paying Western rates of interest on borrowed capital, and if 
you can raise the money, it is better for you to take advantage 
of the low cash rates, as first mentioned. 

Forty acres can be secured for the least sum of money, by 
taking one of the tracts, set apart for actual settlers only, at 
$3.00 per acre. In this case you have to agree to settle and 
improve the land, and pay $39 down, $36 in one, $33 in two, and 
$30 in three years, as explained on page 18. Ho more than 40 
acres can be secured by any one person at this price, but the Com¬ 
pany’s adjoining lands can be had at regular rates, if a person 
desires a larger farm. After securing your lauds 

YOU ARE THEN READY FOR WORK. 

What is to be first done, depends upon circumstances. If your 
family is with you, the first thing is to provide a shelter for them. 
You can get pine boards and nails at the nearest station, and put 
up a temporary cabin yourself in two days’ time, at a cost of $50 
to $75; or you can get board for them at the station or nearest 
farmhouse, and order from this Company a neat, comfortable, 
ready made house, have it shipped to any station, put it up and 
move into it in two or three weeks from the time that the order 
is given. Full particulars in regard to these houses are given in 
another place. 

If you are on the ground any time between the end of winter 
and the last of July, by all means get some prairie broken. 
“Breaking prairie” is the Western term for the first plowing. 
A thin sod is turned over and left to decay through the summer 
and fall, and then next spring it is ready for the first crop. If 
breaking is done early enough in the season, it will generally 
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pay to raise a crop of “ sod corn ” the first year. The corn is 
planted by dropping it in the furrows after the plow, or by cut¬ 
ting into the sod with a hatchet, and dropping the corn into the 
crevice thus made, and covered by stepping upon it. Nothing 
further is done to it until it is harvested. In a favorable season 
a considerable crop is often raised in this way; and the writer 
has known of cases, where enough was realized from the crop of 
sod corn to pay the entire cost of the land. 

The cost of the necessary team and outfit to work a farm of 
forty acres, would he greater in proportion than for a larger one; 
hut the following approximate figures will give a general idea: 


Team (oxen or horses). $150 to $300 

Wagon and yoke or harness. 100 “ 150 

Two plows. 35 “ 50 

Cultivator and harrow. 20 “ 45 

Combined mower and reaper. . 200 “ 252 

Other tools. 10 “ 50 


$515 $847 

By a recent herd law of this State, any county may, by vote, 
prohibit stock from running at large. 

In counties where this law may be adopted, as it undoubtedly 
will be in many of the western counties, no fencing will be 
needed, except a barnyard. But if you buy in a county where 
this law is not adopted, there should be added to the above esti¬ 
mate from §1.00 to $1.50 per rod, for the amount of first-class 
fencing you might wish to build. 

But many, who are now successful and wealthy farmers, com¬ 
menced with barely capital enough to secure their land, and ob¬ 
tain some kind of shelter for their families. Then, by working 
for others, earned enough to improve their own land, and at the 
same time learned the Western ways of farming. 

If you now own an Eastern farm, which you can sell at from 
$30 to $100 per acre, we need only say, that your capital would 
here enable you to buy the land, and in three years have an im¬ 
proved farm from three to ten times as large as your present 
farm; and one, too, which in a few years will sell for nearly or 
quite as much per acre. 

It is a remarkable fact, that a very large proportion of those 
now buying land in Iowa, are farmers from Illinois, Wisconsin, 
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Michigan and Indiana, who have sold their farms in those older 
States at an advance from 100 to 300 per cent, on their cost, and 
they will now repeat their profitable experience in this State. 

Any person desiring further information, either in regard to 
the terms, prices or location of the Company’s lands, or desiring 
maps of the lands in any county, or plats and prices of any par¬ 
ticular tracts of land, or any other information concerning 
the matter, which is not given in this pamphlet, or, wishing this 
pamphlet sent to any of their friends, will he cheerfully furnished 
on application, either in person or by letter, to 

W. W. WALKER, 

Vice President Iowa Railroad Land Company , 
Cedar Rapids , Iowa. 
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List of Stations on Chicago and North Western Railway Lines in Iowa. 
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Cedar Rapids, the head quarters of the Iowa Railroad Land 
Company, is 219 miles west of Chicago, and 271 miles east of 
Omaha, Nebraska. It has an extensive water power, and is rap¬ 
idly becoming one of the most important railroad centers in the 
State. The Chicago, Iowa and Nebraska railroad runs east, the 
Cedar Rapids and Missouri River railroad west, both of which 
are operated by the Chicago and Northwestern Railway Com¬ 
pany; the Dubuque and Southwestern railroad northeast to Du¬ 
buque, the Burlington, Cedar Rapids and Minnesota, railroad 
northwest, and is being built southeast; and work is also in 
progress on the Iowa Northern Central railroad, southward, and 
the St. Louis and Cedar Rapids railroad southwesterly, with 
prospects of being finished at an early day. 
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It has a population of about 5,000. Its buildings are gen¬ 
erally good, and its business houses are mostly built of brick. 
It has four flouring mills, with a capacity of 800 barrels per day, 
two woolen factories, one paper mill, three saw mills, two iron 
foundries, one oil and lint works, one steam cracker factory, two 
carriage manufactories, one lumber wagon factory, one steam 
furniture manufactory, one plow manufactory, and one tannery. 
There are about 100 stores of various kinds, 2 national, and 1 
savings banks. There are 9 churches, viz: 2 Presbyterian, 1 
United Presbyterian, Baptist, Episcopal, Methodist, Lutheran, 
Catholic, and Universalist. The school houses are 4 in number, 
of brick, two and three stories high, with a capacity to accom¬ 
modate 1300 pupils. It has, also, a fine seminary building, with 
a school in successful operation. Three weekly newspapers are 
published, two in the English, and one in the Bohemian 
language. 

Fairfax —8^ miles west of Cedar Rapids, in Linn county—is 
a small town of about 150 inhabitants, having two churches, Con- 
gregationalist and Methodist ; one school house, and two or three 
stores. 

Norway— in Benton county, 15 miles from Cedar Rapids—is 
quite a point for shipping stock and grain, and has about 500 in¬ 
habitants, one hotel, one grain elevator, two grain warehouses, 
six stores, one banker’s and broker’s office, and two or three 
churches. 

Blairstown, is a thriving town in the southern portion of Ben¬ 
ton county. This town was laid out by John I. Blair, President 
of the Land Company, from whom it takes its name, in March, 
1862, and has had a steady growth, containing now about 1,000 
inhabitants, who are fully alive to the importance of the place. 
It has one public and two private schools, seven religious organi¬ 
zations, of which the Methodist and Congregational have church 
edifices; and the Presbyterians are about building. The busi¬ 
ness of the town may he summed up as follows: 14 stores of va¬ 
rious kinds; 3 grain elevators; 1 flouring mill; 1 livery; 2 lum¬ 
ber yards, and two hotels. 

Luzerne is a new station, five miles west of Blairstown, with 
a population of about 200, and contains seven stores, three lum¬ 
ber yards, three grain dealers, two hotels, and one church. 
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Belle Plaine —34£ miles west of Cedar Rapids—was laid out 
in April, 1862, by Mr. Blair, who has also made two additions to 
it since. It has been steadily increasing, until it has grown to be 
a thriving town, with a population of 1,500. It was incorporated 
in 1868, as a city of the second class. The Railroad Company 
have done something towards building up this place. It is the 
end of two divisions, and all trains here change engines. The 
business of the place is large, and it is supported by a fine farm¬ 
ing country surrounding it. In the town there are 26 stores of 
all kinds; 1 livery stable; 1 flouring mill; 2 grain elevators; 3 
lumber yards, and 3 hotels. It has several religious denomina¬ 
tions, although at present only two of them have church edifices, 
viz., the Methodist and Evangelical. The town has good schools, 
and good society. 

Chelsea is a small town near the Iowa River, 6J miles west of 
Belle Plaine, containing about 100 inhabitants. One hotel and 
several stores comprise the business houses of the town. It is 
situated in the eastern part of Tama county. 

Tama City was laid out by Mr. Blair, in November, 1862, and 
recorded as Iuka , in commemoration of the battle of Iuka, Mis¬ 
sissippi, which had been fought but a short time previous, and in 
which the Iowa troops participated with their usual bravery. 

It is the leading town in the county. Since the original town 
plat was laid out by Mr. Blair, seven additions have been made 
to it. Good substantial brick buildings, two and three stories 
high, are already built, and occupied as stores and hotels. There 
is now approaching completion a public school building, three 
stories high, costing $15,000, which will be a credit to the town. 
Its population in 1869 was about 1,500. Its business is done by 
37 stores of all sorts; 1 bank; 5 grain warehouses; 3 hotels; 2 
steam saw mills; 1 steam flouring mill; 1 tannery; 2 livery 
stables, and 3 lumber yards. 

The churches are Episcopal, Baptist, and Methodist. There 
are three public schools. 

The town was incorporated a short time ago, changing its 
name from Iuka to Tama City. 

Orford —the next station west of Tama City—is in Tama 
county. Is noted for its lime, which is manufactured in large 
quantities. Has a Congregational church; 1 school house; 2 
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hotels, and several stores. Extensive beds of Oolitic limestone, 
bave recently been opened about two miles north of this station. 
It takes a beautiful polish, and is very easily worked when first 
taken from the quarries, and is destined to be very extensively 
used for mantles, table-tops, and various ornamental purposes. 
It is becoming known under the name of “ Iowa marble.” 

East Legrand is situated on the west side of Tama county. 
The town was laid out by Mr. Blair. A station house was built 
last year, and quite an amount of improvement is expected to be 
made here the coming season. 

Quarry, in Marshall county, is a new station, from which are 
shipped large amounts of stone, lime, and Iowa marble. The 
marble quarries are about half a mile north of the station, and 
were the first of the kind opened in this part of the country. 
They have been quite extensively worked for two years past, and 
have secured an excellent reputation for the Iowa marble. It is 
shipped to all parts, of the state, and to Chicago, and the demand 
for it is rapidly increasing. 

Marshalltown, the county seat of Marshall county, is situated 
at the crossing of the Central Railroad of low a, which is com¬ 
pleted from this point northward. Distance from Cedar Rapids 
69.3 miles. It is located in the midst of a rich grain growing re¬ 
gion, which has given it a rapid growth, and a large amount of 
business. There are three flouring mills, and one woolen fac¬ 
tory, and eighty-seven firms doing business in the town, includ¬ 
ing grain and stock dealers; five grain warehouses and elevators, 
and four lumber yards. 

There are 4 hotels; 2 banks; 3 foundries; 8 churches, and 3 
weekly papers. Population about 4,000. 

Lamoille is 7 miles west of Marshalltown. It was laid out 
only two years ago, and is a very convenient shipping point for 
the farmers in that vicinity, and is surrounded ,by a beautiful 
country. Population about 100. 

State Center, so called because of its being so'near the geo¬ 
graphical center of the state, was laid out by Mr. Blair, in De¬ 
cember, 1863, at which time there was no house within several 
miles of the present town. It now has a population of from 700 
to 800, and is growing rapidly. The country around is settling 
up very fast, thus making the growth of the town sure and sub- 
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stantial. Its business may be summed up as follows, viz., 14 
stores of all kinds, 2 lumber yards, 3 grain elevators, and 2 hotels. 
There are 2 churches, Methodist and Presbyterian, costing from 
$5,000 to $6,000 each. One school house supplies the educa¬ 
tional wants. 

Colo is in Story county, 7.8 miles west of State Center, and was 
laid out in 1864 or 1865. Mr. Blair laid out an addition in July, 
1866. 

It is a small station, but quite an extent of country contributes 
to its business. Population 100. 

Nevada is the county seat of Story county, and is quite an old 
town. It is 100 miles west of Cedar Rapids. It was laid out as 
the county seat, in 1853. 

In 1857 the financial revulsion put a stop to improvements, 
and the town advanced but little for several years. In July, 
1864, Mr. Blair laid out an addition; and about that time the 
railroad reached it; since which time it has taken a new start, 
and now has a population of 1,200. 

The first court house was built in 1856, and was burned De¬ 
cember 31st, 1863. The present court house was built on the 
same site, in the summer of 1864. It has 2 churches, Methodist 
and Presbyterian, % school houses, 1 hotel, 18 stores of various 
kinds, 2 lumber yards, 1 flouring mill and elevator, 2 livery 
stables, and one weekly paper. 

Ames was laid out by Mr. Blair, in December, 1864, at which 
time hut two or three houses could be seen from the depot. It 
was called Ames, after the Hon. Oakes Ames, member of Con¬ 
gress from Massachusetts. The State Agricultural College, is 
located about a mile from the station, and is in a very prosper¬ 
ous condition. The Methodists and Congregationalists each have 
a comfortable church edifice. All kinds of business are repre¬ 
sented ; and one weekly paper is published here. A railroad 
from this point to Des Moines, the capital of the state, 30 miles 
due south, is nearly graded. 

Ontario, 4 miles, and side-track 9 miles west of Ames, will, as 
the country settles up, become flourishing villages. 

Boone is in Boone county, 342 miles west of Chicago, 121 from 
Cedar Rapids, and 151 miles east of the Missouri River. The 
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town was laid out by Mr. Blair, in 1865. At that time, the site 
of the present town was mostly an unbroken prairie, but a beau¬ 
tiful location for a town. It now contains a population of about 
3,000, and is one of the most enterprising towns in the state. It 
is the terminus of the east and west Iowa divisions of the Chicago 
and North-Western Railway, and is the head-quarters of a large 
number of the Company’s men. A first class round-house for 29 
engines, a brick blacksmith shop, storehouse and repair shop, 
and a large depot and dining hall, two and a half stores high, are 
among the improvements already madp by the railroad company. 

Boone is about four miles from the Des Moines River, and 
within the coal field of the state, and in close proximity to large 
bodies of excellent timber. 

The business of the town is transacted by about 50 stores of 
all kinds, 1 foundry, 1 woolen mill, 2 flouring and feed mills, 1 
grain elevator, 3 weekly papers, 2 banks, 8 hotels, 3 livery stables, 
and 3 lumber yards. 

The Presbyterians, Methodists and Baptists, have church edi¬ 
fices, and one or two other religious societies are organized. 
Two fine brick school houses are completed, and in use. The 
town was incorporated under the name of Montana; and the post 
office also has that name. 

But few western towns can show a better example of rapid and 
well sustained growth, and permanent prosperity, than this. 

Moingona is on the Des Moines River, 5J miles from Boone, 
from which river it takes its name, Moingona being the Indian 
name for river “ Des Moines,” or river “ of the Monks.” 

The town was laid out by Mr. Blair, in July, 1866, and now 
has about 600 inhabitants. 

The mines of the Moingona Coal Company are located here, 
and most of the coal used by the Chicago & North Western 
Railway in Iowa, as well as large amounts for shipment, are 
here mined. There are several mines operated by other com¬ 
panies also, in the vicinity. During the year 1869, the Moin¬ 
gona Coal Company mined over 58 millions of pounds of coal. 
The screened coal is delivered on the cars here at from $3.25 
to $3.75 per ton. 

The town is surrounded by "timber, the abundance of which, 
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along the Des Moines River, together with the coal, makes it 
a very desirable point for almost any kind of manufacturing. 

The town has a good school house, a Presbyterian church 
organization, 8 or 10 stores of all kinds, 1 flouring mill; and 
a pottery in successful operation, which is capable of turning 
out about 5,000 gallons of excellent ware per week. 

Ogden was laid out in June, 1866, and contains about 150 
inhabitants. Has 6 stores, 2 lumber yards, 2 grain warehouses, 
and 2 hotels. Ho church or school buildings as yet, but schools 
and meetings are held in a large hall. 

Beaver, the next station, is as yet only a side track. 

Grand Junction is the crossing of the Des Moines Valley Rail¬ 
road, which runs north and south. It is only a year old, but 
has become quite a town for so short a time. Population about 
200 . 

Jefferson, 150 miles west of Cedar Rapids, is the county seat 
of Green County. At the time of the completion of the railroad 
to that point, in 1866, the place contained about 200 inhabitants. 
Present number about 1,000. It has 1 school house, 3 church 
edifices, belonging to the Methodists, Congregationalists, and 
Baptists; 1 bank, 1 weekly paper; 3 hotels, 15 stores of various 
kinds, 2 lumber yards, and 2 grain warehouses. A new court 
house is to be built the present summer. 

Scranton was laid out by Mr. Blair, in November, 1869. 
Several buildings have already been put up. It is situated in 
the midst of a magnificent farming country, which is fast being 
brought under cultivation, and in consequence the place will 
have a steady and constant growth. 

Glidden, the first station in Carroll County, was laid out 
in 1868. It now has a population of about 300, also a good 
school building, and the various branches of business are well 
represented. 

The Company has large tracts of very fine land north and 
northwest of this place, for which a rapid demand is antici¬ 
pated. Prices here range from $5 to $10 per acre. 

Carroll is 176 mile west of Cedar Rapids, and the county 
seat of Carroll County. The town was surveyed in the fall 
of 1867, but not much was done until 1868, when some 30 
buildings were erected. Present number 120. It has a court 
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house, weekly paper, bank, 1 church organization, 2 hotels, 12 
or 15 stores of various kinds, and 2 lumber yards. Popula 
tion about 400. This town, and (Hidden also, was laid out bj 
Mr. Blair. The Company has for sale large amounts of ‘fine 
land in all directions from this place. 

Tip Top, not yet laid out as a town, is a side track, on the 
summit of the great dividing ridge, which separates the waters 
flowing to the Mississippi and Missouri rivers. It is 864 feet 
above the Mississippi, and 414 feet above the Missouri, and 
267.7 miles distant from the former, and 85.2 miles from the 
latter stream, at Omaha. At this point the road reaches the 
head waters of the west branch of the Boyer river, and fol¬ 
lows down the beautiful valley of that stream, all the way tc 
the great valley of the Missouri. 

"West Side is in Crawford County, and was laid out as a 
town the present year. Four years ago there was no house 
within twelve miles of this point. Now settlers are opening 
new farms in near all directions. The country in this vicinity 
is quite undulating and well watered, and the soil is of an excel¬ 
lent quality. 

Vail has, as yet, only a side track, but it is intended to lay 
out a town there during the present summer (1870). The sur¬ 
rounding country is very fine, and this Company has large 
tracts,in the vicinity for sale. 

Denison, 240 miles from Cedar Rapids, is the county seat 
of Crawford County. The the town is situated on a hill, at 
the junction of the main and east branchs of the Boyer river, 
and commands a beautiful view of the valley of that stream. 
It has a brick court house and school house, 2 churches, a 
weekly paper, and the various branches of business well repre¬ 
sented. Population 500. 

Dowville is also in Crawford County, 9J miles from Denison. 
The town has just been laid out, but as the country surrounding 
it is already comparatively well settled, a good deal of building 
will doubtless be done there the present season. 

Dunlap is in the north part of Harrison County, 50 miles from 
Omaha. It was laid out as a town in 1867, by Mr. Blair. The 
Railroad Company have here a very large first class engine house, 
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a large depot, and dining hall and hotel combined, and also a 
freight house. All trains change engines here, this being the 
end of a division. The place has a good school house, a Con¬ 
gregational and Methodist church, 12 or 15 stores and shops, 
and a population of 500 to 600. 

"Woodbine, 231 miles west of Cedar Rapids, is beautifully 
located on a plateau or table of land, elevated above the general 
level of the valley, and commanding a fine view of it in both 
directions. It has a good school house, a Methodist church, a 
Presbyterian church organized, 1 hotel, a large flouring mill, 
and a woolen factory, both run by water power, 2 grain ware¬ 
houses, 1 lumber yard, 8 or 10 stores and shops, and a popula¬ 
tion of about 500. The town was laid out by Mr. Blair, in 
December, 1866. 

Logan, 8 miles from Woodbine, has a good water power, a 
flouring mill, a Presbyterian church organization, 5 or 6 stores 
and shops, and a population of about 300. 

Missouri Valley is located at the junction of the Boyer and 
Missouri Valleys, 260 miles west of Cedar Rapids. The town 
was laid out by Mr. Blair, in 1867. At this point a branch road, 
6J miles long, connects the Chicago and North-Western Railway 
with the main line of the Sioux City and Pacific Railroad. The 
latter road begins at Sioux City, in the northwestern part of the 
State, and runs down the great and fertile valley of the Missouri, 
which varies from ten to twenty-two miles in width, until at a 
point due west of the town of Missouri Valley, the road crosses 
the river, and in a southwesterly direction connects with the 
Union Pacific Road at Fremont, Nebraska. 

The repair and machine shops of that company are at Mis¬ 
souri Valley. They are of the most substantial character, being 
built of brick, and covered with slate. Separate trains are made 
up here daily for Sioux City, distant 75 miles, and for Fremont, 
distant 37 miles. By this line to the latter place, the distance 
between Chicago and Fremont, and all points west of’ that,* on 
the Union Pacific R. R., is shortened nearly 40 miles, over any 
other route. The town has had a rapid and constant growth, 
and now has nearly 40 stores and shops of all kinds, a Presbyte¬ 
rian and Catholic churches, 4 hotels, 2 weekly newspapers, 2 
3 
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lumber yards, and a commodious school bouse is to be built the 
present season. 

Honey Creek and Crescent, the next two stations, have not, as 
yet, been laid out into towns. 

Council Bluffs, is outside of the limits of this Company’s 
lands, and we have room only to mention, that four great lines 
of railroad converge here; and the growth of the place has been 
not only rapid, but substantial. It is already a city, with nearly 
8,000 inhabitants, and it will long continue to be one of the 
largest, and most important towns in the western half of the 
state. 

As the Land Company has a large amount of land, in the 
counties of Harrison, Monona, and Woodbury, through which 
the Sioux City & Pacific Railroad runs, we give a list of the sta¬ 
tions on the Iowa portions of that road: 

Distance from Mis- 

Dist. between Stations. Names of Stations. souri Valley. 


6.0 

California Junction. 

6 

4.5 

Modale. 

10.5 

6.0 

Mondamin. 

16.5 

7.0 

River Sioux. 

23.5 

8.5 

Blencoe. 

32.5 

6.5 

Onawa. 

38.5 

16.0 

Sloan. 

54.5 

14.0 

Sargent’s Bluffs. 

68.5 

7.0 

Sioux City. 

75.5 


All of these towns and stations are located in the vast valley of 
the Missouri, which is not only the most extensive valley in 
.North America, but this portion of it at least, is as fertile and 
productive as any equal area on the continent. It is especially 
adapted to stock-raising, and also excels for corn;—and at the 
same time, the uplands on either side of the valley, are unsur¬ 
passed, for wheat. 

The price of the company’s land in these counties, ranges from 
$5 to $10 per acre. 

OTHER LANDS AND TOWN LOTS. 

The managers and stockholders of the Iowa Railroad Land 
Company, have also built, and are in great part, the owners, of 
the Sioux City & Pacific Railroad, and branches, 111 miles; 
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Iowa Falls and Sioux City Railroad, 185 miles, (to De completed 
in June, 1870); and the Fremont, Elkhorn & Missouri Yalley 
Railroad, only recently commenced, and ten miles completed. 
All of these roads are Land Grant roads, and in a few weeks the 
Sioux City & Pacific, and the Fremont, Elkhorn & Missouri 
Yalley Railroad companies will have ready for sale about 100,000 
acres of exceedingly fine lands in eastern Nebraska; and the 
Iowa Falls & Sioux City Railroad Company will also have 
700,000 acres, in Iowa, for sale; principally in the counties of 
Buena Yista, O’Brien, Clay, Sac, Cherokee, Plymouth, Sioux, 
and Woodbury. These lands are situated on either side, and 
within fifteen miles of the railroad. 


The general offices of these companies are at Cedar Rapids, 
and full information in regard to the location, terms and prices, 
can be obtained by application either in person or by letter, to 
W. W. Walker, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

He will also give any desired information as to the prices and 
terms of sale, of town lots in the following places on the line of 
the Cedar Rapids & Missouri River Railroad, viz : 


Fairfax, 
Blairstown, 
Belle Plaine, 
Chelsea, 
Tama City, 
Orford, 

East Legrand, 
State Centre, 


Colo, 

Nevada, 

Ames, 

Boone, 

Moingona, 

Ogden, 

Jefferson, 

Scranton, 

Glidden, 


Missouri Yalley. 
Carroll, 

West Side, 

Yail, 

Denison, 

Dowville, 

Dunlap, 

Woodbine, 


Also, on the line of tne Sioux City & Pacific Railroad, at the 
following places, viz: 


Sargent’s Bluffs, 
Sloan, 

Onawa, 


Blencoe, Blair, Nebraska. 

River Sioux, Kennard, “ 

Mondamin, Belle Creek, “ 

Fremont, Nebraska. 


Also, on the line of the Iowa Falls and Sioux City Railroad, 
at the following places, viz : 

Williams, Duncombe, Remsen, 

Blairsburg, Hazard, Le Mars, 

Webster City Marcus, 
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And several other points where towns will he laid out, the pres¬ 
ent season. 

In concluding this branch of the subject, we wish to remind 
every reader of this pamphlet, especially those who are thinking 
of a home in the West, and those who have money to invest, 
that there is no investment more safe, certain and profitable, than 
choice, well located and carefully selected land, purchased at low 
prices. 

It would be an easy matter to name three or four Western 
States in which more money has been made, (and a thousand 
times better kept), by the advance in the value of real estate, than 
has been made in all the stock, gold and oil speculations, com¬ 
bined, since the first settler entered those States. 

READY-MADE HOUSES. 

With many eastern people, one great obstacle in the way oi 
coming west, is the difficulty, or at least the uncertainty, of 
obtaining at once, comfortable shelter for one’s family at a reason¬ 
able cost. 

To obviate this difficulty, and to enable the purchasers of our 
lands to know beforehand, just what they can depend upon, in 
reference to dwelling houses, and the expense of the same, this 
company has made an arrangement with Maj. Lyman Bridges, 
of Chicago, who has for several years made this line of business 
a specialty, to furnish one hundred or more, ready-made houses, 
—after any of the designs on the following pages, as purchasers 
may desire. 

The idea of ready-made dwellings, school houses, and even 
churches, is not a new one at the West, as it has been success¬ 
fully carried out, for years. 

Several of the least expensive of the designs here given, are 
especially adapted to be used, as the main dwelling for a small 
family, for a year or two, and then it is to be used as the kitchen 
part of a large house, to be built when one’s means and time, 
will justify it. 

Two or three of the designs, as well as the store and church, 
are intended for village lots, rather than the farm. 
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The prices given, are for the houses delivered on the cars, in 
Chicago. To these must be added the freight, to whatever point 
the house is shipped, and also, the cost of setting it up. The 
latter item, will vary from twelve, to twenty-five per cent, of 
the cost of the house on the cars; depending somewhat on the 
skill of the workman, and also, on the character of the design 
chosen. 

The price given, includes the sills and everything above them; 
all the timber and lumber being of a good quality of pine, 
framed, and all finishing lumber dressed, ready to be fitted 
together; all the doors, door frames, window frames, glazed 
sash, steps, stairs, brackets, railings, trimmings, locks, knobs, 
hinges, screws, nails, chimney and flues, paints ready mixed, 
and, in short, everything in the way of material, necessary to 
complete the house. Half inch, kiln-dried ceiling, is furnished 
for all the inside, but lath will be substituted, without changing 
the price, when desired. The chimneys and flues are made of 
cement pipe, and are both ornamental and durable. 

Of course, in all these designs, economy, rather than display, 
is the leading feature. Any desired change, or any entirely 
different design, can be adopted, as the purchaser may wish. 

A house after any one of these designs, can be delivered at 
the nearest station, in eight to fifteen days after the order is 
given. 
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